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Comments

Cisco Systems Inc.

Cisco’s San Francisco Innovation Center offices
 where the team from Cisco’s newest acquisition,
 Collaborate.com, will work.

Cisco Acquisition, New SF Digs
 Reflect Collaboration Approach

By Rachael King

Reporter

Cisco Systems Inc. CSCO +1.16%  said Tuesday that it has acquired a startup called
 Collaborate.com to help further its next-generation collaboration strategy. The
 startup developed a mobile collaboration application that features unified document
 sharing, task management and team communication, according to a Cisco blog
 post. The acquisition also allows Cisco to inherit a team of cloud and mobile
 software developers that fits in with the company’s new approach to collaboration
 software.

By allowing Collaborate.com employees to work out of Cisco’s San Francisco
 Innovation Center office, the company is hoping that its new acquisition can keep
 the startup fire going. The office, light years removed, culturally, from Cisco’s
 sprawling headquarters in San Jose, channels a startup-vibe with an open floor
 plan, a fully stocked kitchen serving a free daily lunch and healthy snacks, and the
 requisite toys: skateboards, ping pong table and even a pair of unicycles. It’s the
 most tangible evidence that Cisco is serious about trying collaboration a little
 differently this time.

If the setting is less buttoned-up, so is
 Cisco’s approach to collaboration,
 which Rowan Trollope, senior vice
 president and general manager of
 Cisco’s collaboration technology group,
 almost describes as a live and let live
 approach. Basically he isn’t happy how
 many collaboration systems are “walled
 gardens”, requiring collaborators on
 both ends of the line to use the same
 software. “Our competitors view the
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 Ahmed identify three rules that capture how high-performing
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 despite facing the same constraints as competitors. In this
 Q&A, they discuss their findings from research on more than
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 walled gardens as value,” he said,
 during a recent visit to Cisco’s San Francisco office. Instead, Mr. Trollope is trying
 to build a system that can connect from any device to any device, across any
 network, using voice, video, text or other content between two or more people.

Cloud and mobile figure heavily in his strategy.  The Collaborate acquisition brings
 to Cisco a team of cloud and mobile software developers.

One challenge for Cisco will be to make collaboration software both business-grade,
 and cost-effective, he said. To that end, he plans to capitalize on a new cloud
 architecture code-named Cloud Fusion, that lets businesses choose where to put
 corporate data. They can either place it in the cloud or maintain control of it. In the
 latter scenario, companies buy new collaboration services from Cisco’s cloud and
 then combine those services with software and hardware that resides on their own
 premises. It was designed by Cisco vice president and CTO Jonathan Rosenberg,
 the former chief technology strategist for Skype. Mr. Rosenberg joined Cisco in
 February.

The company says it uses the new office space at the edge of San Francisco Bay
 as a recruiting tool for attracting top programmers, many of whom prefer working in
 the city to commuting to Silicon Valley. As a result, some software developers get
 to sit facing the windows with a stunning view of the water and the Bay Bridge in
 the distance.

That view doesn’t come cheap. The offices take up three floors of a building in San
 Francisco’s Mission Bay neighborhood, with average asking rates per square foot
 at $63.31, the highest in the city, reported the San Francisco Business Times in
 September. Cisco increased its leased space in September and now possesses
 about 180,000 square feet in the building.

Write to rachael.king@wsj.com

 

Read More About:
CISCO, COLLABORATE.COM, COLLABORATION, MISSION BAY

 

THE CIO REPORT HOME PAGE

New Rule in PENNSYLVANIA:
(DEC 2013): If You Pay For Car Insurance You Must Read This Immediately
www.ConsumerFinanceDaily.com

Bright News
For Military, Police, Firefighters and all First Responders
www.TheBright.com

Stay Ahead of the Curve
Find out what’s latest in business,finance & entertainment
www.bidnessetc.com

Free Web Design Guides
Monthly Guides on Web Design. Build Powerful Sites. Completely Free!
Business.com

Email Print

http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/blaming-cgi-mass-health-exchange-turns-to-manual-workaround/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/blaming-cgi-mass-health-exchange-turns-to-manual-workaround/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/blaming-cgi-mass-health-exchange-turns-to-manual-workaround/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/blaming-cgi-mass-health-exchange-turns-to-manual-workaround/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/blaming-cgi-mass-health-exchange-turns-to-manual-workaround/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/11/ciscos-new-cloud-service-may-thwart-nsa-spying/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/11/ciscos-new-cloud-service-may-thwart-nsa-spying/
http://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/blog/2013/09/cisco-takes-bigger-bite-of-mission-bay.html
mailto:rachael.king@wsj.com
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/tag/cisco/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/tag/collaborate-com/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/tag/collaboration-2/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/tag/mission-bay/
http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/
http://2299454.r.msn.com/?ld=7vlh5PTJtaqlI8lPhA4sFYITVUCUySTR5qq2qeoE28xA8s0sYwYcL5E3WN8MIxUGnhVt39rTcoeErwwJjKyrh7ZeWVRw4p6LbtYzK79IWBK1IMUTnDSTEgQN927_l6vj1jyTY-Nw&u=www.consumerfinancedaily.com%2fcarinsurance-msn.php%3fc1%3dad3%26c2%3dPA%26t202kw%3dbusiness+news
http://2299454.r.msn.com/?ld=7vlh5PTJtaqlI8lPhA4sFYITVUCUySTR5qq2qeoE28xA8s0sYwYcL5E3WN8MIxUGnhVt39rTcoeErwwJjKyrh7ZeWVRw4p6LbtYzK79IWBK1IMUTnDSTEgQN927_l6vj1jyTY-Nw&u=www.consumerfinancedaily.com%2fcarinsurance-msn.php%3fc1%3dad3%26c2%3dPA%26t202kw%3dbusiness+news
http://2299454.r.msn.com/?ld=7vlh5PTJtaqlI8lPhA4sFYITVUCUySTR5qq2qeoE28xA8s0sYwYcL5E3WN8MIxUGnhVt39rTcoeErwwJjKyrh7ZeWVRw4p6LbtYzK79IWBK1IMUTnDSTEgQN927_l6vj1jyTY-Nw&u=www.consumerfinancedaily.com%2fcarinsurance-msn.php%3fc1%3dad3%26c2%3dPA%26t202kw%3dbusiness+news
http://1935845.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3G7ds7JHQLClmOvtPyVmYzVUCUwo6QbZYMu8CtSEOqewU6KeAR7LFQvYLrwVPIX9FY14Xa1xP6Csl1nKeTf_0Wr-_XQpkMhSaLHvVvw4HrOZDbiiONpBnpT8PvVzFEfUK_h_ng&u=www.TheBright.com%2f%3futm_source%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_medium%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_campaign%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013
http://1935845.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3G7ds7JHQLClmOvtPyVmYzVUCUwo6QbZYMu8CtSEOqewU6KeAR7LFQvYLrwVPIX9FY14Xa1xP6Csl1nKeTf_0Wr-_XQpkMhSaLHvVvw4HrOZDbiiONpBnpT8PvVzFEfUK_h_ng&u=www.TheBright.com%2f%3futm_source%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_medium%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_campaign%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013
http://1935845.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3G7ds7JHQLClmOvtPyVmYzVUCUwo6QbZYMu8CtSEOqewU6KeAR7LFQvYLrwVPIX9FY14Xa1xP6Csl1nKeTf_0Wr-_XQpkMhSaLHvVvw4HrOZDbiiONpBnpT8PvVzFEfUK_h_ng&u=www.TheBright.com%2f%3futm_source%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_medium%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013%26utm_campaign%3dCPCBing-TheBrightHP-Jan2013
http://2628879.r.msn.com/?ld=7vWCxkXPHMWf8cfS1LANL2HTVUCUwAmrRhO7xceWYcB3hgZQTenW6gJOiRlSojbKp19f52QaXIaugSb_noaRSy3J69tLB9A92qRQayZWc1n5E7feTEQ_LxShw3SIqRrnxkjIg3wQ&u=www.bidnessetc.com
http://2628879.r.msn.com/?ld=7vWCxkXPHMWf8cfS1LANL2HTVUCUwAmrRhO7xceWYcB3hgZQTenW6gJOiRlSojbKp19f52QaXIaugSb_noaRSy3J69tLB9A92qRQayZWc1n5E7feTEQ_LxShw3SIqRrnxkjIg3wQ&u=www.bidnessetc.com
http://2628879.r.msn.com/?ld=7vWCxkXPHMWf8cfS1LANL2HTVUCUwAmrRhO7xceWYcB3hgZQTenW6gJOiRlSojbKp19f52QaXIaugSb_noaRSy3J69tLB9A92qRQayZWc1n5E7feTEQ_LxShw3SIqRrnxkjIg3wQ&u=www.bidnessetc.com
http://2293911.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3DCxDqDzkaEFCB8BqOFXnDVUCUz9yxYST81kJ3srK1lNBTDA4o-qMwqJpvHqCRtIewq1jsRNDcrGj6dE4p_ZOqfb_0NeOQJDxBejTAKH_nY5paTmmPq7kaRMNkufNFnv01VNdw&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.business.com%2fresources%2fbest-practices-for-web-design-whitepaper%2f%3ftraffic_type%3dpaid_search%26src%3dbusbdc%26campaign%3dWhite%2bPaper-Web%2bDesign%26ad_group%3dWordpress%26keyword%3d3Bkzx23k%26content%3d3404801158
http://2293911.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3DCxDqDzkaEFCB8BqOFXnDVUCUz9yxYST81kJ3srK1lNBTDA4o-qMwqJpvHqCRtIewq1jsRNDcrGj6dE4p_ZOqfb_0NeOQJDxBejTAKH_nY5paTmmPq7kaRMNkufNFnv01VNdw&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.business.com%2fresources%2fbest-practices-for-web-design-whitepaper%2f%3ftraffic_type%3dpaid_search%26src%3dbusbdc%26campaign%3dWhite%2bPaper-Web%2bDesign%26ad_group%3dWordpress%26keyword%3d3Bkzx23k%26content%3d3404801158
http://2293911.r.msn.com/?ld=7v3DCxDqDzkaEFCB8BqOFXnDVUCUz9yxYST81kJ3srK1lNBTDA4o-qMwqJpvHqCRtIewq1jsRNDcrGj6dE4p_ZOqfb_0NeOQJDxBejTAKH_nY5paTmmPq7kaRMNkufNFnv01VNdw&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww.business.com%2fresources%2fbest-practices-for-web-design-whitepaper%2f%3ftraffic_type%3dpaid_search%26src%3dbusbdc%26campaign%3dWhite%2bPaper-Web%2bDesign%26ad_group%3dWordpress%26keyword%3d3Bkzx23k%26content%3d3404801158
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


Cisco’s Expensive Mission Bay Offices Reflect New Investment in Collaboration - The CIO Report - WSJ

http://blogs.wsj.com/cio/2013/12/17/cisco-acquisition-new-sf-digs-reflect-collaboration-approach/[12/18/2013 2:18:37 AM]

   
Back to Top

Customer Service
Customer Center

New! Live Help

Contact Us

WSJ Weekend

Contact Directory

Corrections

Policy
Privacy Policy

Cookie Policy

Data Policy

Copyright Policy

Subscriber Agreement
& Terms of Use

Your Ad Choices

Advertise
Advertise

Place a Classified Ad

Sell Your Home

Sell Your Business

Commercial Real Estate Ads

Recruitment & Career Ads

Franchising

Advertise Locally

Tools & Features
Apps

Emails & Alerts

Graphics & Photos

Columns

Topics

Guides

Portfolio

Old Portfolio

More
Register for Free

Reprints

Content Partnerships

Conferences

SafeHouse

Mobile Site

News Archive

Jobs at WSJ Copyright ©2013 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Name
We welcome thoughtful comments from readers.
 Please comply with our guidelines. Our blogs do not
 require the use of your real name.

Big changes are coming to WSJ.com. They will affect commenting, profiles, connections
 and email notifications. Learn more.

Add a Comment

Comment

 

Subscribe / Login

http://online.wsj.com/?mod=WSJDE_footer
http://online.wsj.com/?mod=WSJDE_footer
http://www.facebook.com/wsj
http://twitter.com/WSJ
http://www.linkedin.com/today/online.wsj.com
https://foursquare.com/wsj
https://plus.google.com/117720626238470886461/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/WSJDigitalNetwork
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/podcast.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/rss_news_and_feeds.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-wall-street-journal./id364387007?mt=8
http://help.wsj.com/customer-service/?mod=WSJ_footer
https://customercenter.wsj.com/view/contactus.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.subscribe.wsj.com/getweekendnow?mod=WSJ_footer
https://customercenter.wsj.com/view/ctdir/contactdirectory.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/news/column/Corrections?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/privacy-policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/cookie-policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/data-policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/copyright_policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/subscriber_agreement.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/subscriber_agreement.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/cookie-policy.html?mod=WSJ_footer#cookies_advertising
http://www.wsjdigital.com?mod=wsj_footer/
http://classifieds.wsj.com?mod=wsj_footer/
https://classifieds.wsj.com/ad/Residential-Real-Estate-Ads?mod=WSJ_footer
https://classifieds.wsj.com/ad/Business-For-Sale-Ads?mod=WSJ_footer
https://classifieds.wsj.com/ad/Commercial-Real-Estate-Ads?mod=WSJ_footer
https://classifieds.wsj.com/ad/Job-Ads?mod=WSJ_footer
https://classifieds.wsj.com/ad/Franchise-For-Sale-Ads?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.wsjlocal.com?mod=wsj_footer/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/designtech-wsjModuleHome.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/email-setup.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-interactive-features-trends.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/page/columnists.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://topics.wsj.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/guides.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://portfolio.wsj.com?mod=wsj_port_foot/
http://ds.wsj.com/wsjportfolio/portfolio?cmd=mainwindow&mod=wsj_portold_foot
https://id.wsj.com/access/509b1a086458232f6e000002/latest/register_standalone.html
http://www.djreprints.com/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://wsj.com/partner/?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/conferences?mod=WSJ_footer
https://www.wsjsafehouse.com/
http://m.wsj.com/
http://blogs.wsj.com/public/page/archive.html?mod=WSJ_footer
http://www.dowjones.com/careers.asp?mod=WSJ_footer
http://online.wsj.com/community/faq
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304864504579139232039637674
https://www.subscribe.wsj.com/hpfooterlink
https://id.wsj.com/access/509b1a086458232f6e000002/latest/login_standalone.html

	wsj.com
	Cisco’s Expensive Mission Bay Offices Reflect New Investment in Collaboration - The CIO Report - WSJ


	xsYWJvcmF0aW9uLWFwcHJvYWNoLwA=: 
	form3: 
	input0: 
	input2: 


	xsYWJvcmF0aW9uLWFwcHJvYWNoLwA=: 
	form1: 
	input0: News, Quotes, Companies, Videos
	button1: 


	xsYWJvcmF0aW9uLWFwcHJvYWNoLwA=: 
	form5: 
	author: 
	comment: 
	input0: 
	input2: 




